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ADVERTISEMENT. 


<> 


‘THE late Mr. OxBerry long since projected a Work of 
this nature, and devoted much of his time to the attain- 
ment of information necessary for the production of true 
biography of our most celebrated Performers, and impar- 
tial criticisms on their respective talents. 

However faithfully that much-lamented Comedian me- 
ditated performing this task, the ties of friendship and 
the bands of social intercourse might have tempted him 
to swerve; he could not review asa critic the man that he 
met as « brother, and this feeling alone prevented him 
from puolishing such a Work as the one now offered. 
But the present Editor, in taking up the materials left by 
her lamented husband, labours under no such restraint; 
she has no theatrical friends to gratify, or even if she had, 
in thus publishing the productions of another, she would 
not merit obloquy for what she never penned. 

The object of this publication is to hold up a complete 
Dramatic Mirror, where the children of the Drama may 
find themselves depicted, without the shade of silence be- 
ing thrown over their errors, or the colouring of menda- 
city to emblazon their merits. Nor will the biography be 
confined to the mere dry facts of “‘ birth, parentage, and 
education,” (which, by the bye, are seldom truly stated), 
but the child of Thespis will be tracked in his wander- 
ings, and the steps that led from the barn, to the boards, 
faithfully delineated. 















A FEW WORDS 
FROM 


THE EDITOR TO THE PUBLIC. 


—=_— 


A Preface, like a beggar’s petition, is but little read, 
and still less regarded: in Poth instances, therefore, 
it is best to be brief, and we shall be so. We offer our 
Dramatic Biography to the Public as a cheap and in- 
teresting medium of learning the history of their seve- 
ral theatrieal favourites, and with an assurance that 
what we pen “shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth.” Where we find it impossible to 
ascertain certain facts, we shall adopt the general sur- 
mise, at the same time carefully stating that we do not 
vouch for the authenticity of such information. We 
bind ourselves by no rules of morbid sensibility, with 
respect to the private vices of public characters; we 
shall speak of each individual, in his or her memoir, as 
biographers . should speak, depicting the ‘ inward 
grace,” as well as the “ outward sign.” 

The Histrionic Anecdotes, Remarks, &c. will be 
chiefly ortginal, and in this department we shall esteem 
any communication a favour, premising, that we oan 
insert no Anecdote of any public character, unless the 
real name and address of the writer be affixed, or some 
voucher of its truth is sent with it. 

Poetical pieces, on subjects connected with the scenic 
art, will be inserted, if approved, and contributors will 
be pleased to direct thew effusions (post paid) to the 
Editor of Oxberry’s Dramatic Biography, §c. at G. 
Virtue’s, 26, Ivy Lane, Paternoster Row. 
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